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             Like us at https://www.facebook.com/scholarships.com.info 

             Follow us at https://twitter.com/Scholarshipscom    

           Follow our blog at http://www.scholarships.com/blog/ 

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION GUIDE  

There’s a lot that goes in to applying and winning scholarships. Keep it all organized here. 

 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

INFO YOU MAY NEED WHEN APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIPS ✓ 
Personal Background Information  

Personal Information - name, full address, phone number, date of birth, parents’ names & employment 

Email Address (one that you check regularly) 

Personal Statement - list of goals (education, career, personal) 

Resume or Curriculum Vitae 

Academic Information  

Current School Info - name of high school or college, class rank, expected graduation date 

School Transcripts 

Recommendation Letter(s) 

College Choice(s) 

Intended Academic Major(s)/Area(s) of Study 

Academic Information - GPA, AP, honors courses 

Six-digit school code (for high schools) 

Financial Information  

Parents’ Income  -  most recent federal tax return if you are a dependent 

FAFSA - completed free application for federal student aid at www.fafsa.gov 

Completed Student Aid Report (SAR) from your completed FAFSA 

Miscellaneous Information  

School Activities - list of extracurricular activities, clubs, organizations, sports 

Community Activities - volunteer, community or public service activities + # of hours volunteered 

Employment - list of internships, assistantships, summer jobs 

List of any awards or honors you have received 

Scholarship Essay 

Portfolio 
 

Once you have all the items listed above, you are ready to start searching and applying for scholarships. Keep 
in mind that every scholarship is unique and may require different information. 
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Scholarship Resources
General Info www.finaid.org and http://www.edvisors.com

Estimate the Expected Family Contribution
https://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa/estimate

Community Foundation Scholarship Directory
http://www.yourcommunityfoundation.org/scholarship-program

Scholarship.com in Florida
https://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarships-by-state/
florida-scholarships/

Fastweb.com

Palm Beach School District
http://apps.palmbeachschools.org/scholarshipsearch/

Rotary Club- check your local club for scholarship opportunities

George Snow Scholarship Fund
http://www.scholarship.org/   Applications available Nov. 1

College Board Scholarship Search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

CLEP Exam info
https://clep.collegeboard.org/school-policy-search

Information for Undocumented students
https://getmetocollege.org/financial-aid/info-for-undocumented-students/school-policies-towards-
undocumented-students



 

 



 

 
Testing 

A. https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-practice-test-1.pdf 
II. Interactive which test is for you worksheet 

A. https://www.kaptest.com/sat/sat-vs-act  
III. Standardized Test Environment Tips 

1. The big day is finally here: you’ve studied, you’ve practiced, and you’ve 
gotten a good night’s sleep. The last hurdle is just to take the test! One key 
to overcoming Test Day anxiety is to have a plan. 

2. The Night Before: 
● Relax! There are a lot of good reasons NOT to study the night before Test 

Day. Marathoners don't go for a run before Race Day, and mental 

marathoners like you shouldn't study for more than an hour on the day 

before you take the SAT. Your brain needs to rest in order to do its best. 

Read a book or hang out with a friend or two. 

● Avoid screen time. You're going to need to get a good night's sleep, and 

bright screens (televisions, phones, movies) will wake up your brain and 

make it more difficult to drift off at an early hour.  

● Have a healthy dinner. Drink lots of water and load up with complex 

carbohydrates, just like marathon runners do: potatoes, pasta, and rice are 

good choices here, as well as protein and vegetables. 

● Organize your bag for Test Day. The night before is the time to put your 

ID, admission ticket, pencils, calculator, batteries and other gear in a bag 

by the door. 

● Make a plan to get to the testing site. Before you go to sleep, make sure 

you know exactly how you're going to get to the testing site. If you are 

going to need to find parking, make a plan for that. If you are relying on 

public transportation, check the schedule and make sure your 

subway/bus/train is running. Check for road closures. If a friend or parent 

is going with you, make sure they know what they need to do, too. 

3. Test Morning: 

● Wake up early and have a healthy breakfast. Here are a few good choices: 

eggs, toast, cereal, bagel, fruit, juice, cheese, milk. 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-practice-test-1.pdf
https://www.kaptest.com/sat/sat-vs-act


 

● If you drink coffee or tea, then stick to your routine. If you don't drink a 

caffeinated beverage every day, though, Test Day isn't the time to start. 

You need calm, slow-burning, consistent energy today. 

● Get to the test site early. 

● When you get to the test site, try to steer clear of nervous people. You 

don't need their anxious energy rubbing off on you! 

B. Elimination Strategies 
 

A. Strategy #1: Plug It In: You’ve probably heard “plug it in” most commonly as an 
elimination strategy for math tests. But you can do it on other kinds of multiple 
choice questions, too. For Reading, this strategy comes into play for any question that 
asks you to define a word or phrase in the passage. You can replace the word in 
question with each of the answer choices in turn—essentially plugging the answers 
back into the passage in place of the original word or phrase—and then eliminate the 
ones that don’t make sense in context. This is a strategy that works for any reading 
questions that ask you to define a word or phrase in context. 

B. Strategy #2 If it sounds awkward, it’s usually wrong. Even if you don’t know the 
specific grammatical rule at play, you can always be sure that the SAT prioritizes 
writing that is clear and straightforward. So if something sounds weird to you, 
odds are it’s a wrong answer. 

Example: 

C.  

The short paragraph that contains Line 2 reads, “Akira came directly, breaking all 
tradition. Was that it? Had he followed form—had he asked his mother to speak to his 
father to approach a go-between—would Chie have been more receptive?” 



 

If we replace “form” with choice (A), “appearance,” we get, “Had he followed 
appearance.” This clearly doesn’t make sense. How do you “follow” appearance? 
Eliminate it. 

If we replace “form” with choice (B), “custom,” we get, “Had he followed custom.” This 
sounds much better; “following custom” is a logical phrase that refers to sticking to 
tradition. Keep it. 

If we replace “form” with choice (C), “structure,” we get “Had he followed structure.” 
How do you “follow” structure in this context? He’s not building anything; he’s asking 
for Naomi’s hand in marriage. Eliminate (C). 

Finally, if we replace “form” with (D), “nature,” we get “Had he followed nature.” This 
doesn’t make sense, either—not only is it an awkward-sounding phrase, it doesn’t make 
sense in the context of the passage. There’s nothing “natural” about marriage customs; 
they are created by people. Eliminate (D). 

 

 

 

D. Strategy #3: Hone in on Modifiers and Descriptors: Answers on SAT reading 
questions often contain descriptive modifiers, seen in phrases like “impassioned 
plea,” “desperate request,” and so on. It might be tempting to sort of gloss over the 
sea of modifiers when you are scanning responses, but don’t! You can use these 
modifiers to help you eliminate incorrect answers. The modifiers are often what 
most differentiates one answer choice from another. 

E. Example: 

F.  



 

As you can see, there are all kinds of descriptive modifiers in these answers. Choice (A) 
has “careful,” “traditional; (B) has “detailed,” “meaningful,”’ (C) has “definitive,”; and 
(D) has “cheerful” and “amusing.” 

Let’s hone in on the modifiers in the above question for practice. Choice (A) describes 
the development of the passage as a “careful analysis of a traditional practice.” Certainly 
a “traditional practice”—using go-betweens to propose marriage—is a major subject of 
this passage. But is there careful analysis of this practice? “Careful” implies that the 
analysis is methodical or systematic, while this passage is only concerned with relating 
one anecdote. This is not “careful.” We can eliminate (A) based on this modifier. 

In answer (B), the passage is described as a “detailed description of a meaningful 
encounter.” The description here can definitely be described as “detailed.” The 
conversation is brief, but the passage is over a page long. It’s also about a marriage 
proposal, which is usually significant and emotional, so it seems reasonable to describe 
the encounter as “meaningful.” Let’s keep (B) in the running. 

Choice (C) describes the passage as “a definitive response to a series of questions.” Well, 
one question is definitely being asked here—Akira is asking for Naomi’s hand. But is 
there a definitive, or final, response? Chie gives no answer, so no. (C) can be eliminated. 

In choice (D) the passage is termed “a cheerful recounting of an amusing anecdote.” This 
passage concerns a serious matter, that of a marriage that could involve Chie’s daughter 
moving to another continent. So it’s not really appropriate to call this anecdote “amusing” 
or the recounting of events “cheerful.” Eliminate (D). 

By focusing on the modifiers and descriptors, we can eliminate answers in turn until we 
are left with the correct answer, (B). It’s important to pay close attention to these words 
since they are often what really separates the answers from each other! 

G. Strategy #4: Apply an Abstract Answer to the Passage 

What do I mean by this? Well, lots of SAT reading questions have answer choices that 
are written in the abstract: instead of identifying a specific character, answers will say 
“one character,” or “a character”; instead of identifying a specific event, answer choices 
will say “an event,” or “a moment,”; and so on. The general, vague-sounding way these 
answers are phrased can make it hard to confidently eliminate answer choices. 

You can get around this problem by explicitly applying the general, abstract 
statements in the answer choices to concrete elements of the passage. This makes it 
much easier to spot answer choices that don’t fit. 



 

H. Example: 

I.  
J. In this question, all of the answer choices are presented as abstract statements, 

describing “one character” and “another character” without linking these 
pronouncements to specific characters that appear in the passage. If you can apply 
these vague, nonspecific answer choices explicitly to elements in the passage, in 
this case by identifying which characters are being referred to, it will be much easier 
to spot incorrect answers. 

K. Answer choice (A) says that, “one character argues with another character who 
intrudes on her home.”  Well, the scene takes place in Chie’s home, and the only 
character who does not live there is Akira. We could rewrite this choice, then, as 
“Chie argues with Akira, who intrudes on her home.” But they don’t argue, and Akira 
is hardly an intruder—he is announced with a calling card, and Chie goes to meet 
him. So we can eliminate choice (A). 

L. Answer choice (B) says that one character receives a surprising request from another 
character. Who makes a request in this passage, and of whom? Well, Akira 
requests Naomi’s hand in marriage from Chie, her mother. So we could rewrite this 
answer as “Chie receives a surprising request from Akira.” This seems reasonable; we 
will keep this choice in mind. 

M. Answer choice (C) says that “one character reminisces about choices she has made 
over the years.” Since “she” is used, it would have to be either Chie or Naomi 
reminiscing. Naomi is only 18, so it wouldn’t make much sense for her to be 
reminiscing about her choices “over the years.” That leaves Chie. So stated in 
concrete terms, choice (C) would read, “Chie reminisces about choices she has made 
over the years.” But that’s not a good description what happens in the passage—it 
doesn’t mention either Akira or Naomi at all, who are also key players here. (C) can 
be eliminated. 

N. Answer choice (D) states, “One character criticizes another character for pursuing an 
unexpected course of action.” Well, from the passage we know that Akira is doing 
several unexpected things. He shows up at a time when he is not expected, and he is 



 

going to America, and he is asking for Naomi’s hand. So he may be “pursuing an 
unexpected course of action.” The only character he interacts with substantively in 
the passage is Chie, so we would have to rewrite this answer choice as, “Chie 
criticizes Akira for pursuing an unexpected course of action.” But Chie doesn’t really 
criticize Akira—the only things she says to Akira are to congratulate him for his 
position in America and to ask whether Naomi knows he wants to marry her. (D) can 
be eliminated.  

O. With that, we’ve eliminated every answer but (B). (I swear it’s only a coincidence 
that all of these sample questions have B answers!) By rewriting answer choices that 
are offered in general or abstract terms so they are more concretely linked to the 
passage, we can more easily eliminate wrong answers. 

 

P. Strategy #5: Leverage "Find the Evidence" Question Pairs: "Find the Evidence" 
question pairs are a new question type on the revised SAT. These question pairs will 
first ask you something about the passage and then to find evidence that supports your 
previous answer in a follow-up question. Sometimes you can leverage these “find the 
evidence” pairs to eliminate wrong answers.  Because you know that the answers 
have to go together, you can eliminate from the first question question answers 
that don’t have a corresponding piece of evidence in the second question. 

Q. If you’re stumped by the first question in an evidence pair, try to match answers 
from the first question to “evidence” answers from the second question in the 
pair. If there’s no matching evidence in the second question, you can confidently 
eliminate the answer from the first question. You may not always be able to eliminate 
all answers this way, but all eliminations help! 

R. Strategy #3: Using Topic Sentences 

On questions that are primarily about argument quality or the structure of a piece, topic 
sentences are your best friends. They help clue you into the structure of a written piece 
and help you know what details are most important. You can use these clues to eliminate 
answers. 

S. This question is asking us to choose the sentence part that will provide the most 
relevant detail. For a detail to be relevant, it needs to be related to the topic of the 
paragraph it’s contained in. How do we know what’s most relevant to a particular 
paragraph? The topic sentence. 

 
GRAMMAR RULES: 



 

● Colon Usage Rules: colons should only be used to separate two independent clauses 
where the second one logically follows the first, or to begin a list. 

● Apostrophes: are only appropriate to indicate possession (like “Cady’s bike”) or create 
contractions (like “can’t” and “won’t”).  

○ Example: 

○  
○  We don’t even need to look at the sentence in the passage this question is 

referring to in order to start eliminating answers: choices (B) and (D) both use 
apostrophes improperly in a plural word.  

● Incorrect Idiom Phrases: 
○ “Could of” v “could have” 

● Incorrect Pronoun Usage: 
○ “Whom goes” v “who goes” 

● Modifier Errors: adjectives / adverbs appearing in the wrong place in a phrase and/or in 
the wrong form 

○ “Teach in a way more effectively” v “teach in a more effective way” v “teach 
more effectively” 

IV. Helpful Resources 
A. https://www.mometrix.com/academy/sat-math/  
B. Free ACT Practice Tests: www.number2.com | www.march2success.com  
C. General information about test, test-taking tips, information about 

accommodations, and other free/fee-based products: www.ACTStudent.org  
D. SAT Prep: www.collegeboard.com/testing | www.march2success.com  
E. Additional Resources: www.khanacademy.org  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/sat-math/
http://www.number2.com/
http://www.march2success.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/testing
http://www.march2success.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Math Rules: 

Geometry: 

● Triangles: 
○ Types of triangles: 

■ Scalene Triangle: none of the angles are equal in degrees; thus, none of the 
lengths of the sides are equal in length 

■ Isosceles Triangle: two of the angles are equal in degree; thus two of the 
sides are equal in length. 

● If on the SAT, they give you two sides that are the same in length, 
then the angles are the same too (and vice versa). 

■ Equilateral: All three angles of the triangle are 60 degrees, and all the 
sides of the triangle are the same in length.  

○ All three angles of a triangle have to add up to 180 
○ Area of a Triangle =  ½ base x height  
○ The Law of Proportions: the longest side of a triangle is opposite the largest angle 

of the triangle. Conversely, the smallest angle of the triangle is opposite the 
shortest side of the triangle. 

■ Law of Triangle Inequality (deals with triangle side’s length’s: Any 
missing side of a triangle will be: [1] less than the sum of the two other 
sides; and [2] greater than the difference of the two other sides. Example: 
if you have a triangle with a side = 5 and a side = 3, the third unknown 
side (x) will be less than 8 but more than 2 aka 2<x<8.  



 

○ If two angles of a triangle are equal, then the length of the two sides is equal as 
well. 

○ The Pythagorean Theorem ONLY APPLIES to right triangles. It states that if you 
square the length of the smaller sides and add them it will always equal the length 
of the larger side.    (a2 + b2 = c2) 

■ Popular Right Triangle Sets (in terms of side lengths) are: 3, 4, 5 and 5, 
12, 13. 
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